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Dear Lehman Parents/Guardians, 

 

The new Pennsylvania Core Standards Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PCS PSSA) will be administered at 

Lehman Intermediate School as listed below:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the past, only students in grades 5 and 8 took a stand-alone Writing assessment. You will notice that the Reading and 

Writing assessments have now been combined into one assessment, called the English Language Arts (ELA) assessment.  

All students in grades 3-8 will now have to respond in writing to one prompt (Narrative, Informative/Explanatory, or 

Opinion) and complete multiple-choice, selected-response, and constructed-response questions.  The ELA assessment now 

includes one (1) day for Writing and three (3) days for Reading Comprehension and Writing in Response to Reading. 

 

The PSSA is designed to provide information about how well our students are learning at certain grade levels. You will 

receive individual reports on your child’s performance in the fall of the 2015-2016 school year. To help clarify questions 

you may have about the PSSA, I have enclosed the Frequently Asked Questions that the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education (PDE) has developed for parents and guardians. 

 

For additional information about the PSSA or to see released assessment items, please visit the PDE website. For your 

convenience, a link to the PDE website is provided on the East Stroudsburg Area School District website under Links and 

Information.  Click on PSSA Information to go directly to the PDE website. This website will help you find ideas and 

activities to help your child. For the past two years we have been preparing students and teachers for the increased rigor of 

the new PCS PSSA through curriculum alignment, instructional routines, more rigorous instructional materials, and 

computer-based software programs.  At Lehman, we have also spoken extensively with our students and have reached out to 

parents regarding the importance of using Study Island, Quizlet, and Kahn Academy academic software to help our students 

hone their skills and extend their learning after regular school hours.   

 

 

 

English Language Arts: April 13 – 17, 2015 (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8) 

Math: April 20 – 24, 2015 (Grades 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8)  

Science: April 27 – May 1, 2015 (Grades 4 and 8) 
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In addition, the East Stroudsburg Area School District website contains several great links to academic software programs 

available 24/7 for use in the home to supplement your child’s education. To access these educational websites, follow the 

instructions below: 

 

1. Go to www.esasd.net 

2. Click on “Instructional Resources” 

3. From the “Instructional Resources” page you can navigate to many different educational websites, including 

the following: Achieve 3000, Compass Learning Odyssey, and Study Island (please note that many of the 

lessons included in Study Island link directly to educational videos from Kahn Academy). 

 

 

For assessment security, we would also like to remind you of the changes to assessment procedures as written and enforced 

by PDE as they pertain to (1) Cell Phones and Other Electronic Devices and (2) Code of Conduct for Test Takers.  

Documents further explaining these two changes are enclosed with this letter.  Please review these rules and regulations 

carefully, along with their consequences, with your child.  

 

Our goal is to create optimal assessment conditions for each child.  In light of this, we would like to ask you to participate in 

this effort as well.  The following are some suggestions that may help: 

 

 Prior to assessment dates and during the week of assessment, please make sure that your child has adequate rest. 

 During the week of assessment, continue your habit of providing good nutrition, including a good breakfast, with 

protein on the days of assessment. 

 Send granola bars and other appropriate snacks with your child to eat during the assessment window. Students 

will be allowed to eat a snack during the assessment process. 

 Limit evening activities prior to assessment dates.  Try not to overload schedules or amount of stress. An 

emotionally healthy child tends to perform better on assessments. 

 Please offer your child gentle encouragement to do well on assessments.  Use your parental wisdom to support 

your child. 

 

If you have any questions about the content of these assessments, please contact me at 570-588-4410 (x18401) or at  

robert-dilliplane@esasd.net.   

 

Parents and guardians, teachers, administrators, and students all have important roles to play in the assessment process.  

With a true spirit of working together, we can help to ensure the best possible results for your child and our school as a 

whole.  We wish to thank you for your cooperation and participation in the assessment process and the success of your child. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robert W. Dilliplane, 

Lehman Intermediate School Principal 
  

Attached: 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

Cell Phone and Other Electronic Devices Policy Letter 

Test Taker Code of Conduct Letter 
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